
Funded by the following LPAs: 
HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL,  

DACORUM BOROUGH, EAST HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT, HERTSMERE BOROUGH, NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT,  
ST ALBANS DISTRICT, THREE RIVERS DISTRICT, WATFORD BOROUGH, WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH 

 

HERTFORDSHIRE ECOLOGY 
Providing ecological advice to Hertfordshire's Local Authorities and communities 

Hertfordshire LEADS 

Growth and Infratructure Unit, Environment and Infrastructure 

Hertfordshire County Council 

County Hall, Pegs Lane, Hertford, SG13 8DN 

ecology@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Tel: 01992 555220 

 
Kerrie Charles Ask for: Bernie Fleming 
Planning Department Tel: 01992 555220 
Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council   
The Campus   
Welwyn Garden City AL8 6AE Date: 12 January 2022 
 
Dear Kerrie, 

6/2021/3332/HOUSE 

Erection of a single storey rear extension following demolition of rear 

conservatory, part first floor rear extension with rear facing dormer window 

24 Brockswood Lane Welwyn Garden City AL8 7BG 

Thank you for your letter of 16 December 2021 which refers; and for consulting Herts 

Ecology. 

The Hertfordshire Environmental Record Centre does not hold any records on of 

notable ecological interest at this address. 

However, it is situated within a suburban landscape of established gardens and 

adjacent to the ancient semi-natural woodland of Sherrardspark Woods SSSI and 

Local Wildlife Site (LWS).  Together, these provide foraging opportunities for bats 

and it is possible they will also forage and possibly roost around the property. 

As considerable modifications to the roofspace are proposed, bats that rely on the 

property to roost or shelter could be harmed.  Bats are protected by law and, in 

general terms, it is an offence to disturb or harm a bat, or damage or obstruct access 

to a roost or place of shelter. 

However, the age, design and condition of the building, together with the lack of 

records suggest that the risk of bats making use of the property is remote and there 

is no need for the Council to require a survey prior to determination. 

Instead, a precautionary approach is appropriate.  Consequently, I recommend that 

the following Informative should be added to any consent.  

“Bats and their roosts are protected at all times by law. To reduce the risk of 

an offence, work should proceed with caution. In the event of bats or evidence 

of them being found, work must stop immediately, and advice taken on how to 

mailto:ecology@hertfordshire.gov.uk


Funded by the following LPAs: 
HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL,  

DACORUM BOROUGH, EAST HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT, HERTSMERE BOROUGH, NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT,  
ST ALBANS DISTRICT, THREE RIVERS DISTRICT, WATFORD BOROUGH, WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH 

 

proceed lawfully from an appropriately qualified and experienced ecologist or 

Natural England.”  

For the avoidance of doubts, harmful impacts on the SSSI and LWS can be ruled 

out. 

Further to the above I am not aware of any other ecological constraints and the 

application can be determined accordingly. 

I hope these comments are helpful. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Bernie Fleming 

Ecology Advisor 

Hertfordshire Ecology 


