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HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION ADVICE

Dear Sir / Madam,
RE: 43 Howardsgate, Welwyn Garden City, AL8 6AP
The application is for the installation of 1 x fascia sign.

The site is located within Welwyn Garden City Conservation Area. The area benefits from a guide to
shopfront and advertisement design which is “intended to enable greater care to be taken in the
design of shopfronts so that they may respect and enhance their surroundings”.

It is understood that this application is retrospective, however, an objection is raised to the fascia
sign as it does not adhere to the design guide and is unsympathetic within the Conservation Area.

Page 7 of the guide contains some principles to inform the design of new signage and it is
recommended that these principles are adhered to in order to preserve the character and
appearance of the Conservation Area. It is recommended that the opening times text is removed
from the fascia. Whilst there are examples of bright colours within the Conservation Area, the
proposed plastic finish and bright green colour do not uphold the principle of materials and
colouring complementing the building. Rather than the standard corporate style, a more bespoke
approach to signage within the Conservation Area would be more sympathetic.

There is also an opportunity to enhance this part of the Conservation Area by ensuring the fascia
mirrors the size of the adjacent fascias as it currently appears to be slightly lower.

The fascia is considered to result in ‘less than substantiall harm to the significance of the
Conservation Area due to its unsympathetic design. Paragraph 202 of the NPPF should be applied.
The sign neither preserves nor enhances the character or appearance of the Conservation Area
contrary to Section 72(1) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.

Yours sincerely

Maria Kitts BA (Hons) MA PGCert
Principal Built Heritage Consultant
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Note: This letter is advisory and should only be considered as the opinion formed by specialist staff in
relation to this particular matter



