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Ms Eva Aitsam Direct Dial: 01223 582751   
Bridges Associates     
 Our ref: PA01121005   

 25 March 2021   
 
 
Dear Ms Aitsam 

 
Pre-application Advice 
 
CAMPUS WEST, WELWYN GARDEN CITY, HERTFORDSHIRE 

 
Thank you for inviting us to the meeting on 10th March 2021 to discuss the most 
recent changes to the car park scheme. This letter sets out our view on the amended 
scheme following discussions had at that meeting. 

 
Advice 
Following on from our last meeting, the height of the car park has been reduced by 
one level to create one raised deck above the ground. The height of this building is 

now no longer a heritage concern. We also note the extra attention that has been paid 
to the elevation facing the Ayott Greenway, which has now been better related to the 
more verdant environment and creates a more consistent approach to facade 
treatment around the whole of the building. We also note that further areas of mature 

planting will be placed along the Bridge Road elevation to better screen the building 
from view. 
 
We discussed a few tweaks to the design of the cladding and whether there could be 

more focus on the terracotta colour cladding over the grey which would help the 
building to blend in better with the predominatly red brick character of Welwyn Garden 
City.  
 

The lighting plan for this building will be crucial to its success. Historic England have 
some concerns relating to the height of the lamp standards being used to illuminate 
the top deck. Due to the decreased height of the building, these lamps now appear 
quite dominent on the top deck and draw the eye away from the architecture. We 

asked that alternative methods of lighting the car park are considered and if this is not 
possible then consideration be given to low levels of lighting or motion sensored 
lighting. We also stated that the ideal would be for restricted access to the top floor 
after dark in order to reduce the light pollution from the top deck. 

 
Next Steps 
Thank you for involving us at the pre-application stage. Subject to the minor alterations 
to the colour of the cladding and consideration given to reduced lighting or restricted 
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access to the top deck after dark, we are now broadly content with your proposals and 
consider that the scheme would cause minimal harm to the character and significance 
of the Welwyn Garden City Conservation Area. 
 

We are aware that you require no further input from us at pre-application stage and 
our case on this matter will now be closed. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
Lynette Fawkes 

Inspector of Historic Building and Areas 
E-mail: lynette.fawkes@historicengland.org.uk 
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location of viewsKey Plan

View Date Time Easting Northing AOD Camera height Camera Lens HFOV AVR Type Bearing Distance

View 10 21.03.2020 10:42 523542.111 213200.529 96.026 1.6 Cannon EOS 6D 35mm Stock 54 AVR0 Type2 356 115

View 16 20.03.2020 12:03 523404.244 213284.817 97.332 1.6 Cannon EOS 6D 35mm Stock 54 AVR0 Type2 56 106

View 26b 21.03.2020 9:36 523672.021 213244.524 93.259 1.6 Cannon EOS 6D 35mm Stock 54 AVR0 Type2 312 142

View 28 21.03.2020 8:52 523712.680 213315.190 94.762 1.6 Cannon EOS 6D 35mm Stock 54 AVR0 Type2 287 144

View 30 21.03.2020 8:25 523798.616 213177.709 89.068 1.6 Cannon EOS 6D 35mm Stock 54 AVR0 Type2 306 285
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