
WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - PLANNING, PUBLIC PROTECTION AND GOVERNANCE

DELEGATED APPLICATION

Application No: 6/2017/0201/ADV
Location: Distribution Centre
Bessemer Road
Welwyn Garden City
AL7 1HU
Proposal: Installation of 2no internally illuminated fascia signs, 8no non-

illuminated fascia signs. 2no advertising trays attached to boundary 
fence and 2no freestanding signs

Officer:  Mr D Elmore

Recommendation: Granted

6/2017/0201/ADV 
Context
Site and 
Application 
description

The application site is located within a mixed use industrial/distribution centre 
(currently under development) at the junction of Bessemer Road and Bridge 
Road.

The site comprises a large pitched roof industrial style building faced in 
corrugated metal and associated land for car parking, outside display and 
storage.  The lawful use of this building is as a Sui Generis builders merchants 
(Planning reference: 6/2015/1957/MAJ).

The site, named Unit 3 under the above planning reference, is to be occupied
by Travis Perkins Building Merchants.  Lawful B1, B2 and B8 and Sui-Generis 
units are present or under construction within the wider site and immediate 
locality

Advertisement Consent is sought for the installation of 2no internally illuminated 
fascia signs, 8no non-illuminated fascia signs. 2no advertising trays attached to 
boundary fence and 2no freestanding signs

Constraints EMPL - EA1 (Welwyn Garden City Industrial Area)

Wards - Peartree

Relevant history 6/2015/1957/MAJ -

Consultations
Neighbour 
representations

Support: 0 Object: 0 Other: 0

Publicity Site Notice Display Date: 22 March 2017

Site Notice Expiry Date: 12 April 2017
Summary of 
neighbour 
responses

No responses
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Consultees and 
responses

1. Hertfordshire Transport Programmes & Strategy – No objection

2. Councillor Malcolm Cowan – No response 

3. Councillor Steve Roberts – No response 

4. Councillor Helen Beckett – No response

Relevant Policies
NPPF
D1     D2    Supplementary Design Guidance

Main Issues
Is the advertisement within a conservation area?

Yes No

Would the significance of the designated heritage asset be conserved or enhanced?
Yes No

Comment: N/A      

Would the advertisement reflect the character of the area?
Yes No

Would the advertisement reflect the character of the building?
Yes  No  

Would the advertisement maintain public safety?  (e.g. safety of people; obscure or hinder traffic 
sign/ railway signal etc.; or hinder security or surveillance device or device measuring vehicle speed)

Yes  No  
Comment: Subject to luminance of internally illuminated fascia signs being controlled through 
planning condition.
Conclusion
Subject to the suggested planning condition, the number, appearance, size and positioning of the 
proposed signage would not disrupt the character and appearance of the host building or the 
harmony of the wider area in terms of visual amenity. Additionally the scheme would not adversely 
affect public safety. The proposal is therefore considered to be in accordance with the 
Welwyn Hatfield District Plan 2005, the requirements of the Supplementary Design Guidance 
(Statement of Council Policy) and relevant provisions of the National Planning Policy Framework 
2012.

Conditions:

1. Any advertisement displayed, and any site used for the display of advertisements, 
shall be maintained in a clean and tidy condition to the reasonable satisfaction of 
the Local Planning Authority.

REASON:   To comply with the requirements of The Town and Country Planning 
(Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 (as amended) (or any Order 
revoking or re-enacting that Order with or without modification) in the interests of 
highway safety and visual amenity.

2. Any structure or hoarding erected or used principally for the purpose of displaying 
advertisements shall be maintained in a safe condition.

REASON:   To comply with the requirements of The Town and Country Planning 
(Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 (as amended) (or any Order 
revoking or re-enacting that Order with or without modification) in the interests of 
highway safety and visual amenity.
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3. Where an advertisement is required under these Regulations to be removed, the 
removal shall be carried out to the reasonable satisfaction of the Local Planning 
Authority.

REASON:   To comply with the requirements of The Town and Country Planning 
(Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 (as amended) (or any Order 
revoking or re-enacting that Order with or without modification) in the interests of 
highway safety and visual amenity.

4. No advertisement is to be displayed without the permission of the owner of the site 
or any other person with an interest in the site entitled to grant permission.

REASON:   To comply with the requirements of The Town and Country Planning 
(Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 (as amended) (or any Order 
revoking or re-enacting that Order with or without modification) in the interests of 
highway safety and visual amenity.

5. No advertisement shall be sited or displayed so as to obscure, or hinder the ready 
interpretation of, any road traffic sign, railway signal or aid to navigation by water or 
air, or so as otherwise to render hazardous the use of any highway, railway, 
waterway or aerodrome (civil or military).

REASON:   To comply with the requirements of The Town and Country Planning 
(Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 (as amended) (or any Order 
revoking or re-enacting that Order with or without modification) in the interests of 
highway safety and visual amenity.

6. This consent does not authorise any flashing, intermittent or recurring form of 
illumination.

REASON:   In the interests of the visual amenity of the area in accordance with 
Policies D1 and D2 of the Welwyn Hatfield District Plan 2005.

7. The intensity of the illumination of the two advertisements hereby permitted to be 
illuminated (Signs A and B only) by this consent shall be no greater than 200cd/m2.

REASON:   In the interests of the visual amenity and highway safety of the area in 
accordance with Policies D1 and D2 of the Welwyn Hatfield District Plan 2005.

8. This consent does not authorise any flashing, intermittent or recurring form of 
illumination.

REASON:   In the interests of the visual amenity of the area in accordance with 
Policies D1 and D2 of the Welwyn Hatfield District Plan 2005.

DRAWING NUMBERS

9. The development/works shall not be started and completed other than in 
accordance with the approved plans and details:

Plan 
Number

Revision 
Number

Details Received Date

I Location Plan 3 February 2017
II Location Plan (Annotated) 3 February 2017
TP_WELWY 2 Signage Elements 3 February 2017
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N GARDEN 
CITY.cdr7
TP_WELWY
N GARDEN 
CITY.cdr3

2 Block Plan 3 February 2017

TP_WELWY
N GARDEN 
CITY.cdr4

2 Elevations 3 February 2017

TP_WELWY
N GARDEN 
CITY.cdr5

2 Signage Elements 3 February 2017

TP_WELWY
N GARDEN 
CITY.cdr6

2 Signage Elements 3 February 2017

TP_WELWY
N GARDEN 
CITY.cdr2

2 Aerial Site Plan 3 February 2017

REASON: To ensure that the development is carried out in accordance with the 
approved plans and details.

1. POSITIVE AND PROACTIVE STATEMENT

The decision has been made taking into account, where practicable and 
appropriate the requirements of paragraphs 186-187 of the National Planning 
Policy Framework and material planning considerations do not justify a decision 
contrary to the development plan (see Officer’s report which can be viewed on the 
Council's website or inspected at these offices).

Determined By:

Mrs S Smith
13 April 2017


