Date: 26/8/10
Our ref: APR/4189c/WelwynHatfield
Your ref: N6/2010/1776/MA

Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council ENGLAND

The Campus
Welwyn Garden City matural England
arbour House

AL8 6AE Hythe Quay

Colchester
. . Essex
For the attention of Mr S Chivers CO2 8JF
Dear Mr Chivers T: 0300 060 1964

F: 0300 060 2245

N6/2010/1776/MA  Erection of 209 dwellings etc.
Former Roache Building, Broadwater Road, Welwyn Garden City

Thank you for consulting Natural England on the above application. Your email was received by
this office on 17 August 2010.

Based on the ecological survey information provided, Natural England has no objection to the
proposed development on the grounds of adverse impacts on protected species, as there do
not appear to be grounds to anticipate significant adverse impacts on species such as bats.
However, should the planning authority receive representations from the Hertfordshire Biological
Records Centre or the Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust, we would ask that you give these due
weight as these bodies may have more local information about protected species populations not
available to Natural England.

Natural England further advises that if the planning authority feels or is advised that the proposals
as presented have the potential to affect other species protected under European or UK
legislation, you are referred to our Standing Advice on protected species at:
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/east of england/ourwork/standingadvice/default.aspx

The planning authority is also reminded of Natural England’s Accessible Natural Greenspace
Standards (ANGSt). It is generally accepted that regular contact with the natural world contributes
to people's well-being, and relatively passive but frequent recreation within natural greenspaces
can provide significant health benefits. This is the basis for the ANGSt model, which advocates
that every home should be within 300 m of an accessible natural greenspace of at least 2 ha,
plus:

e At least one accessible 20 ha site within 2 km
e At least one accessible 100 ha site within 5 km
e At least one accessible 500 ha site within 10 km

Further information is available in PPG17. The authority should assess how the provision of
public open space and green infrastructure within the application site meets these ANGSt
standards.

The protection afforded protected species is explained in Part IV and Annex A of ODPM Circular
06/2005 to PPS9 Biodiversity and Geological Conservation — Statutory Obligations and their
Impact within the Planning System. Paragraph 98 of the Circular states that “the presence of a
protected species is a material consideration when a planning authority is considering a



development proposal that, if carried out, would be likely to result in harm to the species or its
habitat.”

The applicants should be informed that planning permission, if granted, does not absolve
them from complying with the relevant law, including obtaining and complying with the
terms and conditions of any licences required as described in Part IV B of the Circular
06/2005.

Please forward a copy of the decision notice to us at the above address.
Should you have any additional concerns relating to the content of this letter, please contact me

at the above address.

Yours sincerely

Andrew Robinson
Planning and Biodiversity Adviser
Four Counties Government Team (Beds, Cambs, Herts and Essex)

andrew.robinson@naturalengland.org.uk



