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WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL – DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 
DELEGATED REPORT 

 
 

APPLICATION No: N6/2007/1473/AD 

 
NOTATION:  The site lies within the settlement of Welwyn Garden City and the 
Welwyn Garden City Employment Area as designated in the Welwyn Hatfield District 
Plan 2005. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SITE:  The site is located to the West of Broadwater Road in the 
Welwyn garden City Employment Area.  The site measures approximately 85 metres 
deep and 7 metres wide and contains a 3 storey office building with associated car 
parking and a landscaped frontage. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL:  The application outlines the proposal to install two 
large non-illuminated figures to denote the number of the building.  In addition a 
board advertising the occupants of the building would be installed to the right of the 
numbers.  The installations would be located at the top of the entrance stairs and 
would therefore be recessed from the frontage of the building by 7.5 metres due to 
the overhang of the building. 
 
The numbers would measure 1.8 metres high and would have a total width of 3.2 
metres.  The ‘board of occupants’ would measure 1 metre wide and 0.8 metres high 
and would be positioned 1.1 metre from ground level.  The installations would 
protrude from the building by approximately 0.05 metres.   
 
PLANNING HISTORY:  N6/2007/1044/AD refused permission for erection of "non-
illuminated" wall signs & triangular name board. 
 
SUMMARY OF DEVELOPMENT PLAN POLICIES:  
 
Hertfordshire Structure Plan Review 1991 – 2011:  None 
 
Welwyn Hatfield District Plan 2005: 
SD1 Sustainable Development 
GBSP2 - Towns and specified settlements 
D1 - Quality of design 
D2 - Character and context 
EMP1 – Employment Areas. 
Welwyn Hatfield District Plan, Supplementary Design Guidance, February 2005 
 
CONSULTATIONS:  At an informal discussion with a representative of Hertfordshire 
County Council Transportation Planning and Policy Department it was concluded that 
as the installations are non-illuminated they would pose no danger to highway safety. 
 
TOWN/PARISH COUNCIL COMMENTS:  None 
 
REPRESENTATIONS:  None. Period expired 29/10/07. 
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DISCUSSION:  The main issues are: 
 

1. The impact on visual amenity. 
2. The impact on highway safety 
3. Other material planning considerations 

 
1. The previous planning application at the site proposed the installation of 
identical advertising, in addition to a totem sign at the frontage of the site.  The 
application was refused on the grounds that the totem signage would be an 
incongruous addition to the grass verge at the frontage of the site and would 
therefore harm the character and appearance of the site and the street-scene.  No 
objection was raised to the wall signage. 
 
By virtue of the suitable recessed positioning of the signage and the suitable size and 
design of the installations, it is considered that the proposed signs would not harm 
the character or appearance of the building to an unreasonable extent and would not 
harm the visual amenities of the street-scene.  Given the support for this element of 
the previous proposal, it is considered that it would be unreasonable to object to this 
application. 
 
2. As the proposed signage would not be illuminated, and due to the suitable 
recessed positioning of the signage, it is considered that the proposed installations 
would have no detrimental impacts on the safety of surrounding highway users.   
 
As the impact on highway safety was not a reason for the refusal of the previous 
application, it is considered that it would be unreasonable to object to the application 
on those grounds at this time. 
 
3. There are no other material planning considerations of relevance to the 
determination of this application. 
 
CONCLUSION:  The proposed installations, by virtue of their suitable scale, design 
and positioning, would not have a detrimental impact on the visual amenities of the 
application site, the street-scene or the area in general.  The proposal would not have  
a detrimental impact on highway safety. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS 
 
CONDITIONS:  
 

1) C.10 
2) C10.1 

 
SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR THE GRANT OF PERMISSION: N/A 
 
INFORMATIVES: None 
 
DRAWING NUMBERS:  Site Location Plan & 2006/1424/42A.   Received 04/10/07 
 
Signature of author…………………………… Date…………………………….. 
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