WELWYN
) HATFIELD

Application No:

WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (PLANNING)

DELEGATED APPLICATION

6/2026/0451/ADV

Location: The Howard Centre Unit 32 Howardsgate Welwyn Garden City
AL8 6HA
Proposal: Installation of 1 x illuminated fascia sign, 1 x illuminated projecting
sign, menu box illuminated sign and festoon lighting.
Officer: Mrs Sarah Madyausiku
Recommendation: Granted
6/2026/0451/ADV
Context
Site and The application site comprises a unit in the Howard Centre at Howardsgate in
Application the centre of Welwyn Garden City and an external section of elevated walkway.
description The Howard Centre is used primarily for retail purposes. Also contained within

the Howard Centre is a multi-storey car parking area and access to WGC
railway station.

The applicant relates to 32 Howardsgate and seeks consent for advertisements
as follows:

1 x illuminated fascia sign,

1 x illuminated projecting sign,
menu box illuminated sign
festoon lighting

Constraints

CA - Conservation Area: WGC1; - Distance: 0

SAG - 0 - Distance: 0

PRC - Primary Retail Core (Primary Retail Core) - Distance: 0
Town - Welwyn Garden City Town Centre - Distance: 0

Wards - Handside - Distance: 0

FM10 - Flood Zone Surface Water 100mm (2711787) - Distance: 0
FMOO - Flood Zone Surface Water 1000mm (7660464) - Distance: 0

HEN - No known habitats present (high priority for habitat creation) - Distance:
0

SAGB - Sand and Gravel Belt - Distance: 0

HPGU - Welwyn Garden City - Distance: 0

GCN - GCN District Level Licensing - Green Zone - Distance: 0
NAWT - NATS Safeguarding Area Wind Turbines - Distance: 0
LLA - LLA Aerodrome Safeguarding Area - Distance: 0




LHR - London Heathrow Safeguarding Area - Distance: 0

Relevant history | Application Number: 6/2020/2983/LAWE

Decision: Granted

Decision Date: 07 January 2021

Proposal: Certificate of lawfulness for the existing floorspace at The Howard
Centre to be used for any operation within Use Class E with the exception of
unit 54.

Application Number: 6/2021/2326/LAWE

Decision: Granted

Decision Date: 12 November 2021

Proposal: Certificate of lawfulness for the existing use of floorspace at second
floor level of the property for Class E purposes

Application Number: 6/2024/0986/FULL

Decision: Granted

Decision Date: 05 August 2024

Proposal: Alterations to the west elevation and the installation of external
terrace seating

Application Number: 6/2026/0120/FULL

Decision: Granted

Decision Date: 30 March 2026

Proposal: Proposed replacement plant equipment at roof level and the
installation of external terrace seating

Consultations

Neighbour Support: 0 Object: 0 Other: 0
representations
Publicity Site Notice Display Date: 18 March 2026

Site Notice Expiry Date: 10 April 2026
Press Advert Display Date: 18 March 2026
Press Advert Expiry Date: 10 April 2026

Summary of None received

neighbour

responses
Consultees and Hertfordshire County Council - Hertfordshire Transport Programmes &
responses Strategy- No objection subject to condition

Relevant Policies and Guidance

National Planning Policy Framework

The Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Local Plan 2016-2036:

SP9 Place Making and High Quality Design

SADM2 Highway Network and Safety

SADMG6 Shopfronts, Advertisements and Signhage

SADM11 Amenity and Layout

SP11 Protection and Enhancement of critical environmental assets
SADM15 Heritage

Planning Guidance:
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¢ Welwyn Garden City Guide to Shopfront and Advertisement Design
e Supplementary Design Guidance 2005
e Planning Practice Guidance

Main Issues

Is the advertisement within a conservation area?

X Yes- The Welwyn Garden City Conservation Area

Would the advertisement reflect the character of the building?

X Yes [ ] No []N/A

Comment (if applicable):

The proposed advertisements would be viewed in the context of The Howard Centre building. The
application originally included the fascia sign being located higher up on the building roof and an
additional hanging sign, but these have been omitted following officer advice that they negatively
impacted the area, which is within the Welwyn Garden City Conservation Area.

They would now be appropriate in size, appearance, style and positioning for this building. The
advertisements are functional for the site and would have a limited visual impact on the appearance
of the surrounding area.

Appropriate conditions can be imposed to reduce the visual impact of the signage including one that
specifies that the illumination shall be controlled at a level that is within the limit recommended by the
Institute of Lighting Professionals (ILP) Technical Note 5 “The Brightness of llluminated
Advertisements including Digital Displays.

Overall, subject to the suggested conditions, the proposal would not harm the character and visual
amenities of the associated building nor the Conservation Area.

Would the advertisement maintain public safety? (e.g. safety of people; obscure or hinder traffic
sign/ railway signal etc.; or hinder security or surveillance device or device measuring vehicle speed)

X] Yes [ ] No

Comment (if applicable):

The Local Highway Authority have been consulted on the application. No highway safety issues have
been raised by the Highway Authority relating to the signage and consequently the proposed
advertisements would maintain public safety.

Conclusion

Subject to conditions, the proposal would be in accordance with the development plan and is
recommended for approval.

Conditions:

1. Any advertisement displayed, and any site used for the display of advertisements,
shall be maintained in a clean and tidy condition to the reasonable satisfaction of the
Local Planning Authority.

REASON: To comply with the requirements of The Town and Country Planning
(Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 (as amended) (or any Order revoking
or re-enacting that Order with or without modification) in the interests of highway
safety and visual amenity.
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Any structure or hoarding erected or used principally for the purpose of displaying
advertisements shall be maintained in a safe condition.

REASON: To comply with the requirements of The Town and Country Planning
(Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 (as amended) (or any Order revoking
or re-enacting that Order with or without modification) in the interests of highway
safety and visual amenity.

Where an advertisement is required under these Regulations to be removed, the
removal shall be carried out to the reasonable satisfaction of the Local Planning
Authority.

REASON: To comply with the requirements of The Town and Country Planning
(Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 (as amended) (or any Order revoking
or re-enacting that Order with or without modification) in the interests of highway
safety and visual amenity.

No advertisement is to be displayed without the permission of the owner of the site
or any other person with an interest in the site entitled to grant permission.

REASON: To comply with the requirements of The Town and Country Planning
(Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 (as amended) (or any Order revoking
or re-enacting that Order with or without modification) in the interests of highway
safety and visual amenity.

No advertisement shall be sited or displayed so as to obscure, or hinder the ready
interpretation of, any road traffic sign, railway signal or aid to navigation by water or
air, or so as otherwise to render hazardous the use of any highway, railway,
waterway or aerodrome (civil or military).

REASON: To comply with the requirements of The Town and Country Planning
(Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 (as amended) (or any Order revoking
or re-enacting that Order with or without modification) in the interests of highway
safety and visual amenity.

The intensity of illumination shall be controlled at a level that is within the limit
recommended in the Institute of Lighting Professionals (ILP) Technical Note 5 "The
Brightness of llluminated Advertisements including Digital Displays" (PLG05/23)

REASON: In the interests of the visual amenity and highway safety of the area in
accordance with the Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Local Plan and the National
Planning Policy Framework.

DRAWING NUMBERS

7.

4 of 5

The development/works shall not be started and completed other than in accordance
with the approved plans and details:

Plan Revision Details Received Date

Number Number

112.215/901 B Proposed Signage Details 9 April 2026

112.215/900 C Proposed Shopfront 9 April 2026
Elevation



112.215/910 A Existing Shopfront Elevation 12 March 2026

325-008-105 Existing Location And Block 12 March 2026
Plans Planning A3 L

REASON: To ensure that the development is carried out in accordance with the
approved plans and details.

POSITIVE AND PROACTIVE STATEMENT

The decision has been made taking into account, where practicable and
appropriate the requirements of paragraph 38 of the National Planning Policy
Framework and material planning considerations do not justify a decision contrary
to the development plan (see Officer’s report which can be viewed on the Council's
website or inspected at these offices).

Informatives:

1.

Deter

This permission does not convey any consent which may be required under any
legislation other than the Town and Country Planning Acts. Any permission
required under the Building Regulations or under any other Act, must be obtained
from the relevant authority or body e.g. Fire Officer, Health and Safety Executive,
Environment Agency (water interest etc.) Neither does this permission negate or
override any private covenants or legal interest (easements or wayleaves) which
may affect the land.

mined By:

Mr William Myers
6 May 2026
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