Former Shredded Wheat Site, Welwyn Garden City
Publicly Accessible Cycle Parking Spaces

1. Introduction

This note has been prepared by Entran Ltd on behalf of Metropolitan Thames Valley Housing (MTVH)
in support of the redevelopment of the Former Shredded Wheat Factory site in Welwyn Garden City.

In February 2019, Welwyn Hatfield District Council (WHDC) granted planning permission for a mixed-
use regeneration development on the site of the Former Shredded Wheat Factory (6/2018/0171/MAJ).
The approved development includes up to 1340 new homes, 114 extra care homes as well as
community, health, arts, employment and retail uses. The Site is generally divided into two development
parcels known as the North Side and the South Side. All non-residential uses are located on the North
Side (Wheat Quarter); the South Side (MTVH) is entirely residential.

The planning application was supported by a Transport Assessment, chapter 7 of which was entitled

‘Parking’ and included details of the proposed cycle parking provision.

Planning permission was granted subject to a legal agreement and a number of planning conditions.
Condition 19 requires details of the publicly available cycle parking to be submitted prior to the

occupation of any phase or block of the development.
Condition 19 states that:

“Notwithstanding the approved plans, no phase or block of the development shall be occupied
until details of additional, publicly available, cycle parking have been submitted to and agreed
in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Such details shall include information on the
implementation of the cycle parking so as to ensure continuous provision of publicly available

cycle parking. The cycle parking shall thereafter be retained in perpetuity.

REASON: To ensure that adequate and managed public cycle parking is available in the vicinity

of the railway station bridge.”

Condition 19 relates exclusively to publicly available cycle parking, all of which is located within the
North Side; however, due to the wording of the condition, details must be submitted prior to the

occupation of any residential accommodation.

The commercial cycle parking provision is divided into Long-stay and Short-stay. For the proposed
commercial and community uses the long stay parking requirement is for one space per 10 members
of staff on site. For the retail and food uses, due to the size of the individual units, this generally equates
to a single space so the long-stay staff cycle parking will be incorporated into the back of house

component of the units.

The office use has a requirement for 18 long-stay spaces so these will be provided in the form of 9

stands at ground floor level within the building.
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The arts and leisure uses have a requirement for 11 long-stay staff spaces so these will be provided at
ground floor level within the building.

2. Public cycle parking provision

Condition 19 relates to publicly available cycle parking spaces, over and above those referred to above.
A total of 180 publicly accessible spaces will be provided as part of Phase 1 of the development as
shown on the layout plan included here as Appendix A. The Plan is in high resolution PDF format, so

it is possible to ‘zoom in’ to see each cycle stand in a good level of detail.

It should be noted that the cycle parking layout plan shows the North Side only as there are no public
cycle spaces on the South Side; however, for completeness the Site Masterplan (Phasing) and Phasing
Table are included at Appendix A (16037 P0-010) showing the context of the north and south sites.

Of the 180 public spaces, 100 spaces will be provided to serve the function of the existing Hydeway
cycle parking; 24 of these will be provided on Hydeway itself as 12 Sheffield loop stands. These are

shown located in the ‘saw-tooth’ triangular areas adjacent to the proposed echelon parking on Hydeway.

In all cases, Sheffield stands will be located to conform to the minimum dimensions shown in Figure 1

below.

Figure 1 — Sheffield loop stand dimensions.
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A further 20 spaces will be provided adjacent to the Louis de Soissons building in the form of 10
Sheffield loop stands. These stands will be placed a minimum of 700mm from the building and at
1200mm centres as shown in Appendix A.
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A further 86 short-stay visitor spaces will be provided across the development, close to the entrances
to the non-residential uses. These will be standard Sheffield loop stands (43No), located in well-lit, well
supervised areas as shown in Appendix A. All Sheffield stands will be located on hard paved areas and

conform to the minimum dimensions shown in Figure 1.

There will be a total of 130 spaces in the form of Sheffield stands, all located in the public realm,
exceeding the 100 spaces on Hydeway which they will be replacing, ensuring continuous provision of
publicly available cycle parking.

In addition to the Sheffield stands referred to above, a further 49 public cycle parking spaces will be
provided beneath the new steps up to the footbridge as shown in Appendix B. These will be in a variety
of formats including lockers (11 spaces comprising 5 standard and 6 for folding bikes), a secure cage
(16 spaces) and further Sheffield loop stands (22). For ease of reference, these are referred to here as

Cycle Hub secure parking.

An additional 12 spaces could be provided in the form of 6 Sheffield stands subject to demand. These
are shown green on drawings SK603 and SK604 in Appendix B.

3. Future operation of the public cycle parking spaces.

All publicly accessible Sheffield loop stands will be available for cycle parking at all times at no cost.
The 11 lockers and 16 spaces in the Cycle Hub secure parking area will be available on a pay-as-you
go basis. This is expected to use contactless card payments. The North Side includes large areas of
privately maintained public realm for which there will be a management company responsible for their

ongoing maintenance. The management company will be responsible for maintaining the public cycle

parking, part funded by the revenue from the pay-as-you go secure parking.
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If a management company for the North Side public realm is not in place at the time the Hydeway works
are carried out (requiring the replacement of the existing public cycle parking) then a dedicated
specialist operator will be appointed who will be completely independent of the other management

companies, to undertake the management and maintenance of the public cycle parking facilities.

Use of the Cycle Hub secure parking will require membership. This enables the operator to retain
contact details of all those using the facility. Membership will be free but there will be a deposit for the
access card/fob. Table 1 below shows illustrative charges for using the Cycle Hub secure parking; these

will be reviewed prior to the facility being brought into use and then on an annual basis.

Table 1 — Indicative Cycle Hub secure parking charges (Oct 2023)

Period Charge
Day £1.50
Month £17.50
Year £130

In addition to Condition 19 requiring details of the cycle parking provision, Condition 18 requires an
Overarching Travel Plan (OTP) for the whole Former Shredded Wheat site, and Plot Travel Plans for
each part of the overall site. The Plot Travel Plans include full details of the ongoing management
practices for each area of the development, as well as Action Plans and schedules of surveys and
reporting to WHBC. The Travel Plan survey, review and reporting structure is the appropriate
mechanism to record and report cycle parking demand (regular surveys of cycle parking levels), details
of the operation of the Cycle Hub secure parking, and necessary actions. The Travel Plan required this

information to be reported to WHDC and to the residents and businesses.

4. Continuous provision of publicly available cycle parking.

Condition 19 requires continuous provision of publicly available cycle parking. As stated above, a
minimum of 100 public cycle parking spaces will be provided to replace those currently available on
Hydeway. The details in this note generally relate to the operational phase of development and
demonstrate how the existing stands will be replaced and an additional 80 spaces provided. The issue
of continuous provision, however, relates to the construction phase and in particular, the highway works
to Hydeway, the construction of Blocks 7 and 8 and the construction of all new public open space on
the North Side (all Phase 1).

During the work mentioned above, there must be a minimum of 100 cycle parking spaces provided at
all times; these stands must be located on Hydeway, or within 75m of the steps leading to the footbridge,
as shown on drawing SK610 at Appendix D. This ensures any temporary cycle parking will be no further

from the footbridge than the existing Sheffield stands.
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The proposed location for the temporary stands is shown in Drawing SK4004, also included in Appendix
D. The temporary stands, which are only required during the Phase 1 construction, have been located
within the Phase 2 area so that they can remain in place for the duration of the Phase 1 works. Drawing
Sk4004 also shows the public right of way for pedestrians and cyclists that will be maintained between
Broadwater Road and the footbridge, as well as the access route from the right of way to the temporary
cycle parking. This arrangement will ensure a minimum provision of 100 public cycle parking spaces at

all times.

The recommended form of temporary cycle parking is a portable Sheffield cycle rack, details of which
are also included in Appendix D. If, for any reason, all or some of the temporary stands need to be
relocated then any alternative location must be within 75m of the footbridge as shown on SK610 and
agreed in advance with the local Planning Authority. Any such alternative temporary provision must be
specified in the Construction Management Plan for that phase of work that affects the location of the

temporary cycle parking.
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Continuous provision of public cycle parking

during construction
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