
WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (PLANNING)

DELEGATED APPLICATION

Application No: 6/2024/1392/EM
Location: 30 Barleycroft Road, Welwyn Garden City, AL8 6JU
Proposal: Installation of 12 Solar PV Panels on ground mounted frame in 

rear garden
Officer:  Mr James Homer

Recommendation: Granted

6/2024/1392/EM
Context
Site and 
Application 
description

No.30 is a two-storey detached property located upon the northern side of 
Barleycroft Road. The property occupies a wide and spacious plot with a deep 
rear garden.

The application seeks Estate Management Scheme consent to install 12 solar 
panels on a ground mounted frame within the rear garden.

Constraints Estate Management Scheme, as defined within the Leasehold Reform Act 
1967

Relevant history Application Number: 6/2024/1394/HOUSE Decision: Pending Decision 
Date: Pending
Proposal: Installation of 12 Solar PV Panels on Ground Mounted Frame in Rear 
Garden
Application Number: 6/2023/0132/EM Decision: Pending Decision 
Date: Pending
Proposal: Erection of part single & part two storey rear extension, roof 
extension & alterations to openings
Application Number: W6/1991/5270/EM Decision: Granted Decision 
Date: 20 July 1992
Proposal: Two storey rear extension, conservatory, garage extension and 
hardstanding
Application Number: W6/2000/0722/EM Decision: Granted Decision 
Date: 26 June 2000
Proposal: SINGLE STOREY REAR EXTENSION
Application Number: 6/2024/1084/EM Decision: Granted Decision 
Date: 02 August 2024
Proposal: To remove hedging to front of property and replace with privet 
hedging

Notifications
Neighbour 
representations

Support: 0 Object: 0 Other: 0

Summary of 
neighbour 
responses

No comments received. 

Consultee 
responses

No comments received. 
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Relevant Policies and Guidance

EM1  EM2  EM3
Others         

Considerations
Design (form, 
size, scale, siting) 
and Character 
(impact upon 
amenities and 
values of Garden 
City)

The erection of new structures within the Estate Management Scheme area is 
covered by Policy EM2. The policy looks to protect the planned layout of the 
Garden City by ensuring that proposals for new buildings and structures 
respect the visual appearance of the area in terms of their siting and scale, so 
they do not appear visually over prominent or discordant. In addition, all 
applications for new buildings should not harm the residential amenity of 
adjoining occupiers.

The application proposes to erect a solar panel array within the rear garden of 
the application site. The majority of applications for solar panels proposed 
panels for appropriately orientated roof slopes. In this case, the application 
proposes to install 12 solar panels onto a south facing frame at ground level 
within the rear garden. Measuring the approximately 5m x 4.6m  and 1.6m at 
its highest, the structure would be positioned at the end of the rear garden. 
Although not a typical garden structure, it is relatively low and would not over 
dominate the garden or be visible from public space to the front of the 
property. The application proposes to plant a hedgerow along the front edge to 
reduce the visual impact for neighbouring homes.  It is therefore considered 
that the solar array is not visually over prominent or discordant and will not 
result in harm to the appearance of the Estate Management Scheme area. 

Impact on 
neighbours

No neighbour comments have been received. The solar array would be 
installed at ground level and therefore are unlikely to result in a loss of light, 
outlook or privacy to neighbouring homes.

Landscaping 
issues (incl. 
hardstandings)

The frame of the solar array will sit upon an area of paving, however, Estate 
Management Scheme consent is not required for this element of the proposal.

Any other 
considerations 

None. 

Conclusion
The proposed solar array will respect the visual appearance of the area in terms of their siting and 
scale and will not appear visually over prominent or discordant. In addition, the structures will not 
harm the residential amenity of adjoining occupiers. The application complies with Policy EM2 of the 
Estate Management Scheme.

Conditions:

1. All works carried out in pursuance of this consent shall be and remain part of the 
Premises and shall be subject to the terms and conditions of the conveyance in all 
respects as if such works had at all times formed part of the Premises.

REASON:   To comply with the requirements of the Leasehold Reform Act 1967 
Estate Management Scheme for Welwyn Garden City.

2. This consent or copy hereof shall be annexed to the Conveyance.

REASON:   To comply with the requirements of the Leasehold Reform Act 1967 
Estate Management Scheme for Welwyn Garden City.
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3. There shall be no encroachment over the boundary of the plot either above or 
below ground level, nor any interference with the foundations of the adjoining 
property without the agreement of the adjoining owner or lessee.

REASON:   To comply with the requirements of the Leasehold Reform Act 1967 
Estate Management Scheme for Welwyn Garden City.

4. This consent now issued is given by the Council only in accordance with the 
requirements of the Welwyn Garden City Estate Management Scheme only.

REASON:   To comply with the requirements of the Leasehold Reform Act 1967 
Estate Management Scheme for Welwyn Garden City.

DRAWING NUMBERS

5. The development/works shall not be started and completed other than in 
accordance with the approved plans and details:

Plan 
Number

Revision 
Number

Details Received Date

2002 Proposed site plan 19 July 2024

2001 Existing site & location plan 19 July 2024

REASON: To ensure that the development is carried out in accordance with the 
approved plans and details.

Informatives:

1. If your property is long leasehold, or was previously owned by the Council, there 
may be covenants contained within your conveyance. This is unrelated to the 
Estate Management Scheme and you may require additional consent before 
carrying out any works. It is recommended that you contact 
estatesteam@welhat.gov.uk to clarify the position.

Determined By:

Mr James Homer
12 September 2024


