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Stanborough School, Welwyn Garden City Project Design

1.Introduction

1.1 This Project Design has been prepared at the requeststdrlysrillet and Harding
Ltd, acting on behalf of Stanborough School, to coveognamme of archaeological work to
be carried out as part of the development of Stanboroagbo§ Lemsford LaneWelwyn
Garden City, Hertfordshire, AL8 6YR.

1.2 The programme of archaeological work is intended to cthessite of a new teaching
block and that of a new music block. The teaching blockvaitang planning consent from
Welwyn Hatfield Borough CoundWHBC) under application ref. 6/2018/1956/FULL, which
is expected to be granted with the inclusion of a standaridaeological condition, issued
under the provisions set out in the Ministry of Housing,m@wnities and Local
Government’s revisedlational Planning Policy FrameworkNPPF). Planning consent for
the new music block has been granted by WHBC (ref: 6/2017/2972/F\4nd) has been
subject to a standard archaeological condition (Cond&)owhich states that:

No development shall take place until an Archaeological Written Schemeestigation
has been submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority in wrltireg.
scheme shall include an assessment of archaeological significance and heggastons;
and:-

1. The programme and methodology of site investigation and recording;
2. The programme for post investigation assessment;
3. Provision to be made for analysis of the site investigation and regprdi

4. Provision to be made for publication and dissemination of the analysis eoiseof
the site investigation;

5. Provision to be made for archive deposition of the analysis and recordgeof
investigation; and

6. Nomination of a competent person or persons/organisation to undertake te sgor
out within the Archaeological Written Scheme of Investigation.

The development shall not be implemented other than in accordance with thenprog
of archaeological works set out in the approved Archaeological Written $cloém
Investigation.

The development shall not be occupied until the site investigation andhpestigation
assessment has been completed in accordance with a programme setheutpproved
Written Scheme of Investigation and provision made for analysis and publicateye wh
appropriate.

REASON: To ensure that a historical record is kept of any archaeological finds$odiine
implementation of the development and to comply with the National Planningy Polic
Framework 2012 and Policy R29 of the Welwyn Hatfield District Plan 2005.

1.3 The scheme of archaeological investigation on thensitenclude one or more stages
of field investigation, together with analysis and repoeparation, leading to the publication
of the findings and the deposition of the project archivéh \an approved repository. The
present document represents wrdten scheme of investigatioequired by Condition 3 and
includes a research design, an outline of the investigatoeess that is to be followed, and a
method statement for the first stage of investigatiendefined in advice provided by the
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Historic Environment Team (HET) of Hertfordshire Countgu@cil, acting as adviser to
WHBC. A mitigation strategy and further method stateim@may be prepared for subsequent
stages of work.

1.4 The school lies at the south western edge of Welwyn&eCity, on the southern side
of Lemsford Lane and to the west of Stanborough Road. River Lea runs 250m to the
south. The site covers existing hard standing and ggtgsaying areas, situated to the west of
the present school buildings, centred on NGR TL 22800 11610.

1.5 The development proposes the construction of a new rbimik, replacement tarmac
play areas, and a new teaching block, with associateccesrand landscaping. In addition,
there will be new parking area on the eastern sideeos$ite adjacent to the sports centre.
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2.Research Design

Archaeological Background

2.1 In order to establish the archaeological and histocieatext for the site, the overview
set out below has been drawn from the HertforddHistoric Environment RecorHER),
the Heritage Network’s own records and other sourcessilty area extends to a radius of
500m around the centre of the site.

2.2 The earliest evidence for activity within the study asem ithe form of Neolithic finds.
These include a scraper, which was found 160m to the ma@th of the site (HER 11762),
and part of a polished flint axe which was found 340m tovdst (HER 2806).

2.3 The development site is located withArea of Archaeological Significance 11
(AAS11), identified in the Local Plan as the probableeikand immediate surroundings of a
significant Late Iron Age or Early Romano-British patled enclosure settlement.

2.4 During the late Iron Age the enclosed settlement appwarBave been largely
abandoned, but there is some evidence for continued tise sife in the early Roman period.
Later cremations were found outside of the enclosurbegtc

2.5 The enclosure ditches were identified during excavatiorieeg 1930s and 1950s, and
during evaluation work in the 1990s (Events EHT4166 & EHT4359). §ubsé monitoring
of groundworks for new school facilities in the late 1999gefits EHT4752 & EHT4757),
found that much of the land had been terraced when ho®bwas built (HER 161).

2.6 Cremations dating to the Iron Age were found 380m to tineh veest of the site (HER
2804).

2.7 A small fragment of Roman samian pottery was found uedgh a layer of peat that
was excavated during the construction of the Stanborougdm@dake, 300m to the south of
the site (HER 2799).

2.8 The route of a Roman road (Viatores' route 214) is suspextech through Welwyn
Garden City, but there is currently no evidence to contfirenactual route (HER 4661).

2.9 The western boundary of Woodhall Park (HER 18114), a medaael park, may
follow Stanborough Road, close to the site, but itemixis masked by a post-medieval and
possibly enlarged park, which was established by 1695.

2.10 Historic mapping shows the site as open agricultural landl the school was
established in the 1930s.

Aims and Objectives
2.11 The aims of the present investigation shall be:

e to establish the location, depth, extent, date, charactd condition of any remains
that are liable to be threatened by the development;

e to consider the local and regional archaeological artdrigal context of such remains,
and their significance and quality, in relation to curauitlished regional research;

e to ensure that an appropriate strategy for the mitigatialamage or destruction of any
such remains is adopted before the development proceeds.

2.12 It is considered that this investigation has the potetdiadontribute to a number of
regional research aims, including:
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e a greater understanding of settlement in the areagrehistory onwards;
e a greater understanding of Neolithic activity within tlealValley;

e a greater understanding of the nature and extent of tre Age settlement and
funerary practices;

e the transition between the late Iron Age and earljn&woactivity;
e the development and extent of medieval manors andiassbparks;

e a greater understanding of the nature and extent of #gr&upractices from the
medieval period onwards.
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3. Scheme of Investigation

3.1 The programme of archaeological work leading to the digghof Condition 3 of the
planning consent for the present development is intendée tn incremental process, the
nature and extent of each new stage being dependent m@stiits of the foregoing stage(s).

Stage 1

3.2 In accordance with the advice provided by the HET, thedtesye of work will involve
the excavation of a trial trenches in the areas tteby the new development, in order to
evaluate the archaeological potential of the sites Bpproach is intended to characterise the
complete stratigraphic sequence while minimising unnecggesshstruction of the
archaeological resource.

3.3 Following the evaluation fieldwork, the findings will beviewed in consultation with
the HET. If no remains of archaeological significameae been identified, and it is agreed
that no further work on site is warranted, the trenchdisbe reinstated and a report on the
results of the evaluation will be prepared in an appaigform.

Stage 2

3.4 If remains of archaeological significance are idesdlifian Evaluation Report on the
findings will be prepared, together with a strategy anthatestatement for a further stage of
works intended to mitigate the effects of the develepinon the identified remains. Such
mitigation could include:

» the appropriate recording and protection of the identifiedhains and their
preservation in situ beneath the development;

* the open area investigation of all or part of the footmfrthe development to allow
for the appropriate recording of all identified archag@al features and deposits that
meet the research criteria of the project;

» the monitoring of groundworks to ensure that an appropria@ddas made of any
archaeological features and deposits that are direogyacted by the development
groundworks and that meet the research criteria of thegbro

3.5 On completion of the mitigation fieldwork, the findingsill be reviewed in
consultation with the HET. If no new data have bemsorded as a result of the mitigation
strategy that was adopted, the previously prepared Evalu&éport will be updated,
finalised and submitted for the approval of the LPA asdéf@nitive report on the results of
the project, and, subsequently, published in an appropriate fonen documentary and
material archives for the project will also be finalisadd deposited with the agreed
repository, in this case, Mill Green Museum, Hatfield.

Stage 3

3.6 If further data have been recorded, these will be asddsg class to consider their
significance and their potential for detailed analyisio detailed analysis is warranted, the
evaluation data will be collated in a report with thetiar recorded data, together with a
discussion of their archaeological and historical coneed, submitted for the approval of the
LPA as the definitive report on the results of the gebjpnd, subsequently, published in an
appropriate form. The documentary and material arcliorethe project will also be finalised
and deposited with the agreed repository, in this cadeGkéien Museum, Hatfield.
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Stage 4

3.7

If further analysis is considered to be necessary, ssegsment Report detailing the

work to be undertaken will be prepared, including:

a statement of the research aims of the fieldwodkanillustrated summary of results
to date indicating to what extent the aims were fatfilor extended,;

a summary of the quantities and potential for analylsike information recovered for
each category of finds, dating and environmental data;

a list of the project aims as revised in the light hef tesults of fieldwork and post-
excavation assessment;

a list of the methods that will be used to achieve ¢élsearch aims;

a list of all the main tasks involved in using the statethiods to achieve the aims and
produce a report and research archive in the stated fowhatever possible linking
each task explicitly to the relevant method stateraedt indicating the personnel and
time in days involved in each task (allowance will be madeyeneral project-related
tasks such as monitoring, management and project meetddsrial and revision
time);

a provisional report synopsis, broken down into chaptastion headings and sub-
headings, with approximate word lengths and numbers and tfldlustrations per
chapter; the structure of the report synopsis shouldoitkpleflect the research aims
of the project;

a list of the personnel involved indicating their quaditions for the tasks undertaken;

a cascade or Gantt chart indicating tasks in the seguent relationships required to
complete the project to publication;

provisional publication options indicating potential publigheand report format.

Stage 5

3.8 Once the Assessment Report has been approved by thetthtEdefined analysis can
be undertaken leading to the preparation of a definitiperteon the results of the project,
publication in an appropriate form, and the deposition ofdbheumentary and material
archives for the project with the agreed repositorthimcase, Mill Green Museum, Hatfield.
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4.Structure and General Practice

I ntroduction

4.1 The Heritage Network is an independent practice spenilia archaeology and the
historic environment. Founded in 1992, the company has undertakddeavariety of
commercial archaeological projects for clients involved housing and industrial
development, pipeline and road construction, agriculturelamdiscaping. As a Registered
Organisation, the company is monitored annually by the Cledrtdnstitute for
Archaeologists to ensure that its work meets the kighmfessional standards.

Project Management

4.2 The Project will be administered and co-ordinated byid#&lillelson BA MCIfA, the
Heritage Network's Archaeological Director. He holdshanours degree in archaeology from
the University of Durham and has over thirty-five yeagperience of the management of
archaeological projects, and of fieldwork in both urbad rural contexts.

4.3 Fieldwork will be managed by Chris Turna&sc mciia, the Heritage Network's
Operations ManagerChris holds an honours degree in Archaeological Seidram the
University of Bradford, and has over twenty years oftipcal archaeological experience in
the commercial sector.

4.4 Off-site research and analysis will be managed by Hélsimwvorth BA ACIFA, the
Heritage Network's Research Manager. She holds a degrEBegish and History from
Middlesex Polytechnic, the Certificate in Field Archagy from the University of Oxford,
and has over thirty-five years of fieldwork and post-fieddkvexperience.

Staffing

4.5 The Heritage Network employs technical and specialigt atisth a broad range of
complementary experience covering all aspects of maseaecording and analysis of
archaeological and historical structures, features, epdgits, together with the artefacts and
ecofacts associated with them.

4.6 Field staff on the project will normally be expected have the following
gualifications:

a) All Project Officers will have had at least fouay® experience in the field, with at
least one of those at supervisory grade. They will Alsacorporate members of the
Charterednstitute for Archaeologists.

(b) All Assistant Project Officers will have had laast three years' experience in the
field. They will also be corporate members of the Chadmstitute for Archaeologists.

(c) All other members of the team will have had aimum of two years' experience in
the field. Corporate or affiliate membership of the Chadénstitute for Archaeologists
will be considered desirable
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Specialist Support

4.7 While members of the project team have the necessadl, lmacademic and
professional knowledge to examine a broad range of aidedad ecofacts, and to undertake
the majority of tasks required in archaeological practmrovision will be made for academic
advice and technical services to be sought from appropeetgnised specialists if required.
The current list of relevant specialists is giverohel

Ceramics: Prehistol Emily EdwardsKinver
Ceramics: LPRIA/Romar-British Helen Ashwortl, Heritage Netwrk
Ceramics: Medieval/pc-medieva Paul Blinkhorn, Northamptc
Ceramics: Saxc Ditto
Conservatio Julia Park Newman, Conservation Serv
Decorative metalwork: IA/Rom: Angela Wardle, Stevena
Dendrochronolog Dr K. Lucus, Reading Univers
Environmental analys James Rackhal

Environmental Archaeolog@€onsultancy
Faunal remair Ditto
Flints Keith Fitzpatric-Matthews, N Herts Museur
Geophysical surveyir SUMO Service
Human remair Malin Holst, York Osteoarchaeolo
Industrial residue anysis Jane Cowgill, Lincolnshi
Numismatic M.Curteis,BA AMA, Esse
Palynolog Rob Scaife, Palaeoy
Petrolog D. Williams, Southampton Univers
Radio carbon datir SUERC, Glasgo

Standards

4.8 The Heritage Network's general operational procedures fahaeology are
documented in a series of manuals which are availabledosultation on site and in our
offices.

4.9 The Heritage Network is registered with tGdartered Institute for Archaeologists
(CIfA) and undertakes to follow the Code of Conducthe CIfA, theStandards for Field
Archaeology in the East of Englanlblished by the Association of Local Government
Officers (ALGAO), and the relevant sections of thefpssional standards and guidelines set
by the CIfA, theHistoric Buildings and Monuments Commission for EnglgHistoric
England), thdJnited Kingdom Institute of ConservatigdKIC), and such others as may be
appropriate to the effective execution of the project.

4.10 The Heritage Network is registered with Constructionliaed is accredited by the
Contractors Health and Safety Schenf€HAS). All staff hold Construction Skills
Certification Schemg¢CSCS) cards covering Health and Safety. The compadgriakes to
follow all relevant Health and Safety regulationsg aaceives support and advice on health
and safety matters from QDOS Consulting through Beeleration of Archaeological
Employers and Manage(&EAME). A risk assessment for the project has beepaoesl.

4.11 The Heritage Network is fully insured for Public Liabilimder the group policy held
by the Council for British Archaeology (Aviva Archaegio Policy no.00172) and for
Professional Indemnity with Hiscox Underwriting Ltd (ieg no. HU P1 9129989/1052).
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Copyright

4.12 The Heritage Network shall retain full copyright arfy commissioned reports, tender
documents or other project documents, undeiCbgeyright, Designs and Patents A988,
with all rights reserved; excepting that it hereby pilesia non-exclusive licence to the client
for the use of such documents by the client in all enatdirectly relating to the project as
described in th€roject Briefand theProject Design

4.13 The Heritage Network will assign copyright on completiof the project to the

museum or repository undertaking the ultimate curatidhevarchive, but will retain the right

to be identified as the author of all project docuntmmaand reports as defined in the
Copyright, Designs and Patents A&88 (Chapter 1V, s.79).

Monitoring

4.14 Hertfordshire County Council’$listoric Environment Teamas the lead curatorial
authority for the area, will be kept informed of the pesgr of fieldwork to enable the
timetabling of monitoring visits at appropriate intervals.
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Appendix 1

Method Statement: Archaeological Evaluation

Evaluation strategy

EV 1. It is considered that the best strategy to charaetehe archaeological potential of
the site, and assess the survival of any archaeologigatitg will involve the excavation of
trial trenches in the area affected by the proposed dawelot. The strategy is intended to
establish the nature of the stratigraphic sequence whilenmsing unnecessary destruction of
the archaeological resource.

EV 2. A sample of 280m? is proposed, representing approximately 5786 4875m? area
directly affected by the development proposals.

Site specific methodology

EV 3. Seven trenches, measuring 20m in length and 2m in widéh preoposed to be
excavated across the footprints of both of new tegchimd music blocks, and the new
replacement play areas (Figure 2) and the new parkiag(Bigure 3).

EV 4. The location of the trenches will be surveyed in refato the Ordnance Survey
national grid, either by triangulation from known poiotsby using a total station theodolite.
The final location of the trenches will be subject itocuanstances encountered on site.

EV 5. Within each trench, overburden will be removed down to fire significant
archaeological horizon under close archaeologicalrsigien, using a mechanical excavator
fitted with a toothless ditching bucket.

EV 6. Spoil will be scanned visually and using a metal detector deroto assess the
presence and survival of artefactual material in the oveeour

EV 7. All exposed archaeological features and deposits will leaned by hand and
sampled as appropriate according to their accessitsbtygs to ascertain their nature, depth,
date and quality of preservation, while ensuring that unnegesistruction of discrete
features is minimised.

EV 8. Pre-excavation plans of each open trench (where paltéatures and deposits have
been identified) will be drawn at a scale of 1:50 on EiBedrafting film together with a

longitudinal section or profile of the trench. Postaation plans of all exposed
archaeological features will be drawn, at a scale 80 lon drafting film. Sections of

excavated features will be drawn at a scale of 1:10.nhet@diate contexts will be drawn in the
space provided on pro-forma record forms, or on draftingdsgnappropriate.

EV 9. Subject to any requirement for a further work, and whii agreement of the HET
and of the client, the trench will be backfilled campletion of the evaluation but no further
reinstatement will take place.

NOTE: A geotechnical survey was carried out in 2018 by lan Farrasodates. The report
indicated that there were areas of made ground on &ihvhave the potential to contain
contaminates. Borehole data indicated there were nallgi elevated levels of
Dibenzo(ah)anthracene, a pollutant of smoke and oisjnar the tennis court area. The
archaeological fieldwork will go ahead, but all on-s#&ff will wear appropriate PPE,
including gloves, with other PPE, such as masks, beintablaif required. Should any other
readily identifiable contaminant, such as asbestognoeuntered during the archaeological
investigations, the excavation team will withdraw frolne taffected area until it has been
appropriately cleared. Responsibility for this shall rermath the client.
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Fieldwork: general methodology

EV 10. A detailed context record will be maintained on individped-forma record cards,
designed to meet current professional standards. Eaah félyeut etc, will be individually
numbered and described in terms of soil detail, stratigrgpdgition, dimensions, artefact
content, samples and interpretation.

EV 11. The location of each feature will be marked on plansvdran polyester film in
relation to the limits of excavation of the trial nol. Additional drawings showing the
excavated features in plan and section will be prepared stale of 1:20 or 1:10, as
appropriate.

EV 12. A photographic record of each trial trench, and eachaaabgical feature or
deposit, will be maintained on 35mm monochrome film andligital format using high
quality DSLR equipment. Lenses and film types will beos#n to suit the prevailing
conditions. A complete register of all photographs hallincluded in the archive.

EV 13. All finds relating to the archaeological record of thige will be collected with
reference to context and location. Finds processingaké place alongside the site work and
will entail cleaning, marking, appropriate storage, quaatiicy and initial classification.
Primary conservation of artefacts will take placesda, and be supplemented by appropriate
storage prior to selection for specialist attentior.régjistered finds will be recorded three-
dimensionally in situ, either by offset measurement or exrapolation from polar
coordinates. A metal detector will be available where gppate.

EV 14. Provision will be made for sampling and analysis of emwitental data by
appropriate specialists. All sampling will be carried imuaccordance with the guidelines set
out Environmental Archaeolog§English Heritage 2011) and with referencé&tovironmental
Archaeology and Archaeological Evaluatiofi3obney et al. 1995).

EV 15. Should human remains be encountered, their locatidievinarked and they will be
left in situ. Any decision on further investigation or rembef human remains will be the
subject of a separate agreement between the Heritageoike their clients, and the
appropriate authorities.

EV 16. The physical security of all archaeological depos#atures and artefacts, both on
and off the site, will be a central concern and edisonable measures will be taken to ensure
their protection before, during and after excavation.

PRESENTATION OF RESULTS

EV 17. Upon completion of the fieldwork and data gathering, a nepl be prepared,
which draws together the results obtained so as totimeatims and objectives of the project,
as described in Section 2, above.

EV 18. The report will be produced in the standard Heritage Né&tvimmuse style. One
bound and one digital copy of the report will be providetheoHET and additional copies
will be lodged with the planning authority and with Millé&n Museum, Hatfield.

EV 19. It is anticipated that the results of the present ptoyeould be combined with
subsequent stages of work, if appropriate, and published indakarchaeological journal, or
in an appropriate specialist academic journal, dependingeondture and complexity of the
information recovered. The results of the presenyjestaf work will be uploaded to the
Archaeology Data Service’s OASIS database togethéramy unpublished archive reports.
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Archive Deposition

EV 20. On completion of all stages of the present projeas, imtended that the full archive,
including the documentary records owned by the Heritage dtkfvand the material records
owned by the client and held in the care of the Heritagivbrk, will be deposited at Mill
Green Museum, Hatfield.

RESOURCES AND PROGRAMMING

Fieldwork
Duration: 2 to 5 days
Staff: 1 x project officer

1 x assistant project officer

Archive and Report Preparation

EV 21. A summary report on the results of the evaluationlEamade available within one
week of the completion of the fieldwork, if requested] anll include an assessment of the
archaeological importance of the remains. The archidecamplete report will normally be

available within four weeks of the completion of théirerfieldwork programme.

Timetable

EV 22. The evaluation fieldwork is subject to the determinatdéplanning consent for the
teaching block and has yet to be timetabled.
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