


Georges Wood Road similar to that in the morning. However, at this time in the afternoon the A
1000 and the B 158 are not so busy. It is too early for “ rush hour “ traffic and so queuing cars can
disperse more quickly than in the morning.

| have tried to convey the intensity of the situation from the drivers’ point of
view. They are presented with the challenges of heavy traffic and the requirement to manoeuvre a
car quickly in a restricted space. All the while, they are trying to do what they see as in the best
interests of their child. In such pressured circumstances people can panic, get angry, act impulsively
and unwisely, and accidents can happen.

In Pine Grove, the traffic and car parking has got close to crisis point at
drop-off and pick-up times for Chancellors School. Any increase in pupil numbers will create a very
difficult situation indeed.

| have looked at the Herts. County Council website-education; sub-headed
Secondary Planning Areas. Here, a table of figures shows a forecast shortage of Year 7 school places
in Hatfield of over 20 % for each of the years 2024 to 2027. The figure peaks at 30 % for 2026.
Looking 10,20,30 years ahead, surely it would be wise for Hertfordshire County Council to “bite the
bullet” and start planning now for building a new secondary school in the Hatfield area. Could it be
argued that the total cost of enlarging existing schools over the next few years would be greater
than the cost of a new school? | can see that a new school in the area would compete with
Chancellors School for pupils in the short term. [ 85 % of pupils come from the Hatfield area]. With
general population growth that competition should ease with time.

In conclusion, | am very much in favour of the provision of facilities which
give as many children as possible a good standard of education and a liking for exercise. However, |
feel that the road layout around Chancellors School, as it stands, will not allow any expansion of the
school without concerns about safety, particularly at school pick-up and drop-off times. Also, the
reasonable enjoyment of life of residents of Pine Grove will be undermined, especially of those living
in areas most severely affected by traffic and parking.

For the reasons given above, | would ask that planning permission for
the expansion of Chancellors School be refused.

Yours sincerely,



