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Notes
The  Environm e nt Age nc y d e fine s ground wate r Sourc e  Prote c tion
Zone s (SPZs) in the  vic inity of ground wate r ab strac tion p oints.
The se  are as are  d e fine d  to p rote c t are as of ground wate r that are
use d  for p otab le  sup p ly, inc lud ing p ub lic /p rivate  p otab le  sup p ly,
(inc lud ing m ine ral and  b ottle d  wate r) or for use  in the  p rod uc tion of
c om m e rc ial food  and  d rinks.  The  d e finition of e ac h zone  is shown
b e low:
- Zone  1 (Inne r Prote c tion Zone ) – De fine d  as the  50 d ay trave l tim e
from  any p oint b e low the  wate r tab le  to the  sourc e . This zone  has a
m inim um  rad ius of 50 m e tre s
- Zone  2 (Oute r Prote c tion Zone ) – De fine d  b y a 400 d ay trave l tim e
from  a p oint b e low the  wate r tab le . The  p re vious m e thod ology gave
an op tion to d e fine  SPZ2 as the  m inim um  re c harge  are a re quire d  to
sup p ort 25 p e r c e nt of the  p rote c te d  yie ld .
- Zone  3 (Total Catc hm e nt) - De fine d  as the  are a around  a sourc e
within whic h all ground wate r re c harge  is p re sum e d  to b e  d isc harge d
at the  sourc e . In c onfine d  aquife rs, the  sourc e  c atc hm e nt m ay b e
d isp lac e d  som e  d istanc e  from  the  sourc e . For he avily e xp loite d
aquife rs, the  final Sourc e  Catc hm e nt Prote c tion Zone  c an b e  d e fine d
as the  whole  aquife r re c harge  are a whe re  the  ratio of ground wate r
ab strac tion to aquife r re c harge  (ave rage  re c harge  m ultip lie d  b y
outc rop  are a) is >0.75. Ind ivid ual sourc e  p rote c tion are as will still b e
assigne d  to assist op e rators in c atc hm e nt m anage m e nt.
- Zone  4 (Zone  of sp e c ial inte re st) – A fourth zone  SPZ4 or ‘Zone  of
Sp e c ial Inte re st’ usually re p re se nts a surfac e  wate r c atc hm e nt whic h
d rains into the  aquife r fe e d ing the  ground wate r sup p ly (i.e .
c atc hm e nt d raining to a d isap p e aring stre am ). In the  future  this zone
will b e  inc orp orate d  into one  of the  othe r zone s, SPZ 1, 2 or 3,
whic he ve r is ap p rop riate  in the  p artic ular c ase , or b e c om e  a
safe guard  zone .
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