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1. I have been appointed by the Secretary of State for the Environment to : deter-

 

mine this appeal against the decision of the Welwyn Hatfield District Council to ,, • . . • . 

grant planning permission subject to conditions for the change of use from residen- • 

I 
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• ' . - • - tial to offices of the upper floor of No 67 Lemsford . Lane, Welwyn Garden City. , • . . . 

• t• • : . . . 
..' • / • ; 2. I have considered the written representations made by you and by the council. ; 

....X .. • I inspected the site on 5 May 1937.  , . 
-• • • i . 
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' il. •-• . - : 3. The condition in dispute is:1
 , . . • 

•• ' ?) - • , .. 
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2. The office space hereby approved shall only be used in conjunction with 
t;4*-: 

\\., • ,....,. . 
•... • .. '; • ' , ..'.."- • the existing uses carried ott in the remainder of the premises."  
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• 4. I find that my decision turns on whether the condition, subject of appeal, is 

1 . ' necessary to achieve any proper planning objective.

 

• • , ' 5.:',...i,The premises, of which the appeal site forms part, consist of a 2-storey build-
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''''''•'' -; ''' ' ing behind a petrol service forecurt and an area for the display of cars for sale. .. . 
, •,. ; At the rear there are buildings housing car repair and testing, car body building , • • 70 

, ..' 
. and plembing, heating and huildinc. concerns. The appeal site is the upper floor of 

, , 
( .; • :,.-•,, ,. '.., . tho 2-..-;torcy building, an area of some 77 sq m; Lhe giound floor is in commercial  

. . • ._., • - use connected with car sales and spares.  • 
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6. •I recognise the council's desire to limit the number of what they consider to 

be non-conforming uses but their consent established the principle of an office use 

' •:.•.••• A . . in these premises. I note that although located in a residential area, the appeal 
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•• - ,..• 4 --- premises adjoin a garage court, the grounds of a college and open land in addition . 
A . • •. 

' ' .' 't*: '' •.' 
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':,:, ... : I) s r..:•,: .. to the short terrace of dwellings on the north-west side. I therefore regard the 

.'i• . „ 
•• 'z. site as being on the edge of the residential area rather than in the centre of it 

.1'. 
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as stated by the council. The existing uses are not entirely motor trade related IT t.:•; . , .. . . 
, • : ..'. and it seems to me that an independent office use of the scale at issue in this ,•‘, 

y• 
• . • . ''. •:.• , appeal will not generate such activity as to add significantly to that caused by the 

. .. . 
• • • . :. .- existing uses. An office floor area of 77 sq m is, in my opinion, likely to attract • 

''. ;. • ..„' .. only local interest and the removal of the condition will not pose a threat to the/
 

.::.,..11 ... ...: office development policies being pursued by the council. . V 
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