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Full Common Reptile Survey 

0.0 Non-Technical Summary  

0.1 Background 

The survey follows national guidelines allowing for refuges, commonly known as ‘felts’, 

to be placed across the site and then checked for reptiles. Recommendations for 

mitigation if considered necessary are detailed in section 4. If a deviation from the 

guidelines has been made, this will be detailed in the Method Section.  

 

The following report details the findings and recommendations for the site of 

Brookmans Park Golf Club Hatfield, Hertfordshire AL9 7AT 

The client commissioned Cherryfield Ecology to undertake an EA as the proposals 

include for the construction of multiple dwellings on a former horse paddock.   

0.2 Results and Findings 

▪ Following a Stage 1 Ecological Appraisal undertaken on October 2018 (Applied 

Ecology, 2018) further surveys were recommended, which included for seven 

checks across the months of June to August 2022. 

▪ These surveys have shown the presumed absence of common reptile species on 

the site. 

0.3 Impact Assessment and Recommendations 

Reptiles – No impacts are foreseen. 

No further surveys, or mitigation, is required; however: 

▪ If works are not carried out within 12 months of this report, an 

updated survey is recommended.  

▪ If reptiles are found throughout the development, all works must 

stop, and advice sought. 
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1.0 Introduction  

The client, Trevor Smith, has commissioned Cherryfield Ecology to undertake a full 

reptile survey (FRS) for the site of Brookmans Park Golf Club Hatfield, Hertfordshire 

AL9 7AT. Planning permission is being sought to construct multiple dwellings on a former 

horse paddock.  

This survey has utilised standard methods for checking for reptiles, by placing out felts, 

tins or carpet tiles across the site. These are then checked in suitable weather for 

reptiles. Whilst checking the felts, the surveyor also looks for reptiles moving around 

the site.  

The inspections were conducted on the 28/06/2022, 05/07/2022, 14/07/2022, 
28/07/2022,21/08/2022, 26/08/2022 and 01/09/2022 
 
The survey can only ever provide a ‘snapshot’ of the site at the time of the survey and 

circumstances may change following this report. Health and Safety restrictions or 

obstructions may limit the ability to find reptiles e.g. flooding.  

Biological records have been requested to give the report context and allow a study of 

the surrounds. The information is often sensitive and, therefore, a synopsis is provided 

and the full data released separately for verification.  

The survey can be conducted between March to October when temperatures of between 

9-18°C are generally accepted to be the optimum for reptiles to be active. These 

months are generally considered optimal for observing active reptiles, except the 

warmest summer months (where temperatures can exceed 18°C, which are considered 

sub-optimal). 

There are six species of reptiles in Great Britain (Edgar et al. 2010) and four of these 

are commonly found; the Grass Snake Natrix natrix and/or the Barred Grass Snake 

Natrix helvetic), Adder Vipera berus, Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara and Slow Worm 

Anguis fragilis. 

All native British species of reptiles are legally protected through their inclusion in 

Schedule V of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. As such, all species are protected 

from deliberate killing or injury. Therefore, where development is permitted, and there 

will be a significant change in land use, a reasonable effort must be undertaken to avoid 
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committing an offence. The same act makes the trading of native reptile species a 

criminal offence without appropriate licensing. 

Two species of reptile; the Smooth Snake Coronella austriaca and Sand Lizard Lacerta 

agilis are further protected under The Conservation of Habitats and Species 

(Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019, which defines UK protected species of animals 

(“rare reptiles”). 
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2.0 Methods  

The survey follows the national guidelines, which is taken as following:  

• Froglife (1999), Reptile Survey, Froglife Advice Sheet 10, Froglife, Halesworth. 

• Herpetofauna Groups or Britain and Ireland (1998). Evaluating local 

mitigation/translocation programs: Maintaining Best Practice and Lawful 

Standards. HGBI. 

• JNCC (2004). Common Standards Monitoring Guidance for Reptiles and 

Amphibians. 

• Edgar et al. (2010). Reptile Habitat Management Handbook. Amphibian and 

Reptile 

The survey consists of placing out felts, tin or carpet tiles across the site. These are 

then checked for reptiles in suitable weather and notes made of the species, sex and 

age.  

From this information, an estimate of the population can be made e.g. more than 5 

slow-worms on the site would be a good population.  

 

If a deviation from the guidelines has been made, the reason and justification will be 

explained below: 

 

No deviation from the standard guidelines has been made for this survey. 

Due to high temperatures from late July to mid-August, reptile checks could not take 

place until the 21st August.  
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Wind: 1/12 

Cloud: 75% 

Precip: None 

Wind: 1/12 

Cloud: 75% 

Precip: None 

26/08/2022 6th Check 

Temp:16 oC 

Wind: 2/12 

Cloud: 100% 

Precip: None 

Temp:16 oC 

Wind: 2/12 

Cloud: 100% 

Precip: None 

01/09/2022 7th Check 

Temp:19 oC 

Wind: 1/12 

Cloud: 100% 

Precip: None 

Temp: 19oC 

Wind: 1/12 

Cloud: 100% 

Precip: None 

 

3.2 MAGIC 

The following statutory sites and Natural England Protected Species (NEPS) have been 

located within the 2km search area (Figure 1). 

▪ There is one statutory site located within the search area: 

▪ Water End Swallow Holes (SSSI – favourable) 

▪ There are five NEPS licences granted for bats within the search area: 

▪ Brown Long-Eared Plecotus auritus, Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus 

pipistrellus and Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus, approx.  

1200m East from the site  

▪ 2 Common pipistrelle and soprano pipistrelle, the closest approx. 1000m 

East  from the site (Licence 2016-26558, 2019-40917) 

▪ 2 Brown long eared and common pipistrelle, the closest approx.1200m 

Southwest from the site (Licence 2009-982, 2018-33420) 
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Figure 1: Magic Map Search  
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Figure 3: Site Plan  
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4.3 Recommendations  

 

Reptiles – No impacts are foreseen. 

No further surveys, or mitigation, is required; however: 

▪ If works are not carried out within 18 months of this report, an update 

survey is recommended.  

▪ If reptiles are found throughout the development, all works must stop, 

and advice sought.  
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