
 
	

 
	

Paul Atton, 

JB Planning  

 

28th February 2017 

 

Land at York House, Hatfield – Ecological Enhancements 

 

Dear Paul, 

 

Many thanks for sending through the proposed redevelopment of York House, Old Hatfield.  The 

proposals for the site are for the demolition of existing staircase extension and construction of new 

staircase extension with lift; construction of two storey side extension to form two B1 studio units; 

extension of ground floor shopfronts forward to existing column line on Salisbury Square; external 

alterations to elevations including re-cladding in brickwork and render, new shopfronts and 

fenestration; provision of new plant enclosure. The redevelopment has been granted full planning 

permission.  

 

The location of the site is shown in the red line boundary below in figure 1. The site is located within 

the Old Hatfield, located to the south of the train station. The site itself is almost all buildings and 

hardstanding  with some ornamental species planted within the car parking areas. The initial 

ecological survey undertaken by PV Ecology (2016) identified that the building was considered to 

have ‘negligible’ bat potential and supported only limited vegetation. Ivy was noted to be present 

on the stair well and this, alongside other vegetation on site was recommended to be removed 

outside nesting bird season or prior to a survey. Bird boxes have been recommended to provide a 

site level enhancement. 

 

 



 
 

	 	 	 	  
	

 

Figure 1: Location of York House and grounds in relation to the local landscape.  

 

The redevelopment of the site is subject to a condition (condition 5) which is stated below: 

 

Prior to the commencement of development a scheme for the provision of an integrated bird boxes must be 

submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The scheme shall detail the location, 

height, orientation, numbers and specification of bird nesting and bat roost provision. The approved scheme 

shall be implemented in full prior to the occupation of the building. �REASON: To ensure the development 

contributes to the Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in biodiversity and to provide net 

gains where possible as set out in the National Planning Policy Framework. � 

The use of integrated bird boxes within the new extension of the building is considered to provide 

a site level enhancement for nesting birds. The boxes which are recommended can be purchased 

from www.birdbirckhouses.co.uk  



 
 

	 	 	 	  
	

 

The following integrated bird boxes are shown below: 

 

1. The standard box which is suitable for a range of species from the tit family, sparrows, 

flycatchers . Three of these are recommended on the southern aspect of the building. Two 

of these should have 28mm diameter hole (for tits) with a third with a 34 mm diameter hole 

(for sparrows) 

 

 

2. The starling box which is a larger version of the above but with a 48 mm entrance hole and 

an internal depth is 140 mm, however if cavity width is limited, boxes can be manufactured 

with a reduced depth (minimum 100 mm).  

 

The location of these boxes have been chosen to be located away from windows and as high up as 

possible. The location of these boxes are shown in appendix 1. 

 

I trust that the location and number of these boxes as shown in the appendix is sufficient in order 

to discharge this condition.   

 





 
 

	 	 	 	  
	

 

Appendix 1: Location of the bird boxes 






