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1 Extent of Consultations 

Introduction 

1.1 This Statement explains the consultation process that has been undertaken in preparing 

this full planning application for the erection of a new headquarters warehouse and office 

facility on Plot 5000 at Hatfield Business Park.   

1.2 The proposals and their policy context are described in greater detail in the Planning 

Statement and related supporting documentation. 

1.3 The proposals have been subject to a consultation process, where a broad range of key 

stakeholders were invited to view and comment on the emerging proposals at Goodman’s 

Park Management and Marketing Office at Hatfield Business Park. The proposals were 

available for inspection on Tuesday 21st March 2017 from 3.30pm to 6.30pm. 

1.4 The applicant offered invitees the opportunity for an individual briefing at an alternative time 

and venue to suit in the event that the stakeholder was unable to attend during the 

consultation period. 

1.5 The aim of the pre-application consultation was to involve a wide range of key stakeholders 

to influence the emerging proposals for the application. A schedule of invitees is set out 

below: 

 Hatfield Business Park – email to occupier representatives 

 Local residents of the nearest 100 residential properties to the site – invite leaflet 

 Cllr Lynne Sparks – email invitation 

 Cllr Duncan Bell – email invitation 

 Cllr Howard Morgan – email invitation 

 The Clerk at Hatfield Town Council – email invitation 
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1.6 The leaflet distributed to local residential properties is included as Appendix A. There has 

been no further response to this leaflet from invitees at the time of submitting the planning 

application. The material used in the consultation process is included as Appendix B. 

1.7 In addition, the applicant met with the Headteacher and Facilities Manager of Howe Dell 

Primary School, given the immediate proximity of the school to the Application Site. 

1.8 In addition to the pre-application consultation events, a pre-application meeting was held 

with Officers at Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council on 1 March 2017 as these development 

proposals emerged. Such discussions have helped to shape the scheme.  

1.9 In conclusion, the application proposals have been subject to an appropriate pre-

application consultation exercise. This consultation exercise has highlighted no 

fundamental concerns in respect of the proposed use, scale, layout, appearance, and 

landscaping proposals for the development. In respect of access and highways, although 

the potential for additional HGV movements and off-site car parking was raised as an issue, 

this has been addressed and responded to, as set out on the following page. No other 

access related issues were raised during the consultation.     
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2 Responses to Consultations and Key Issues 
Arising 

2.1 The consultation event was attended by eight stakeholders, including two Councillors from 

Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, two local residents, and four representatives from the 

business and education occupiers at Hatfield Business Park. 

2.2 The general consensus of the proposals amongst those attending the consultation events 

and in the course of the pre-application discussions has been positive. Stakeholders 

acknowledge the proposals for further development at Hatfield Business Park, in the 

context of the outline planning permission and the Supplementary Planning Guidance, and 

the associated economic / employment benefits. 

2.3 The design principles and site layout was explained to each stakeholder, and in particular: 

how the layout has been designed to minimise the impact on the residential amenity of 

properties on Dragon Road and the privacy of school children at Howe Dell Primary School. 

The attendees did not raise any material planning concerns in this respect.  

2.4 In summary the following key issues were raised: 

- Concerns raised about the potential problems of off-site parking for employees if 

insufficient car parking is provided on site. 

Goodman’s response: The Hatfield Aerodrome SPG (1999) sets out the following car 

parking standards, which includes 1 space per 100 sq m of B8 employment floorspace 

and 1 space per 40 sq m of B1 office floorspace. Applying the standards across the 

office and warehouse areas of the building equates to a total of 93 car parking spaces. 

The proposals include the provision of 100 no. car parking spaces, which Air Business 

have concluded meets their demands from employees and visitors. Whilst this is above 

the car parking standards by 7 no. spaces, the provision of 100 spaces will ensure that 

no off-site parking issues will be created. Air Business will be preparing a Travel Plan, 

to be approved by the Local Planning Authority prior to occupation of development. 

The Travel Plan will seek to encourage sustainable forms of transport as part of the 

proposed development, including car sharing, use of public transport, cycling and 

walking, to reduce the demand for car parking on site.  
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- Concerns of additional HGV movements into and out of the Business Park.  

Goodman’s response: Air Business is a low-intensive distribution business with 

approximately 12 HGV, 15 van and 15 sub 8 tonne lorry movements anticipated per 

day, which reflects the size of the service area. In light of the background levels of HGV 

traffic on the surrounding road network, the impact of the additional movements by Air 

Business will be de minimis. 
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