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Q31
External planting 
General information/ requirements

125 Times of year for planting 
1. Container grown plants: At any time if ground and weather conditions are favourable. 

1.1. Watering and weed control: Provide as necessary.
2. Dried bulbs, corms and tubers: September/ October.

130 Mechanical tools 
1. Restrictions: Do not use 

145 Watering 
1. Quantity: Wet full depth of topsoil.
2. Application: Using sub irrigation tanks
3. Frequency: As necessary to ensure establishment and continued thriving of planting.

150 Water restrictions 
1. General: If water supply is or is likely to be restricted by emergency legislation, do not carry out 

planting until instructed. If planting has been carried out, obtain instructions on watering.

160 Notice 
1. Give notice before   

1.1. Setting out.
1.2. Delivery of plants
1.3. Planting shrubs.
1.4. Watering.
1.5. Visiting site during maintenance period.

2. Period of notice: One week

170 Soil requirements 
1. Type 

1.1. External container planting: Container planting topsoil system, as section Q28
1.2. Mulch applied after planting: Mulching and top dressing system, as section Q28

200 Plants – general 
1. Condition: Materially undamaged, sturdy, healthy and vigorous.
2. Appearance: Of good shape and without elongated shoots.
3. Hardiness: Grown in a suitable environment and hardened off.
4. Health: Free from pests, diseases, discoloration, weeds and physiological disorders.
5. Budded or grafted plants: Bottom worked.
6. Root system and condition: Balanced with branch system. 

6.1. Standard: The National Plant Specification
7. Species: True to name.
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8. Origin/ Provenance: Grown in the United Kingdom for at least one growing season, unless 
otherwise approved

9. Definition: Origin and Provenance have the meaning given in the National Plant Specification.

215 Plants – specification criteria 
1. Name, forms, dimensions, provenance and other criteria: As scheduled and defined in the 

National Plant Specification (available on CS Design Software Limited’s website).

225 Bulbs/ Corms/ Tubers 
1. Condition: Firm, entire, not dried out or shrivelled.
2. Health: Free from pests, diseases and fungus.
3. Handling: Remove from packaging immediately.
4. Storage: Permitted only when necessary. 

4.1. Location: Well ventilated, dark, covered, rodent proof container, away from exhausts and 
fruit.

4.2. Duration: Minimum period.
4.3. Temperature: 18-21°C.

235 Container grown plants 
1. Growing medium: With adequate nutrients for plants to thrive until permanently planted.
2. Plants: Centred in containers, firmed and well watered.
3. Root growth: Substantially filling containers, but not root bound, and in a condition conducive to 

successful transplanting.
4. Hardiness: Grown in the open for at least two months before being supplied.
5. Containers: With holes adequate for drainage when placed on any substrate commonly used 

under irrigation systems.

245 Labelling and information 
1. General: Provide each plant or group of plants of a single species or cultivar with supplier's 

labelling for delivery to site, showing: 
1.1. Full botanical name.
1.2. Total number.
1.3. Number of bundles.
1.4. Part bundles.
1.5. Supplier's name.
1.6. Employer's name and project reference.
1.7. Plant specification, in accordance with scheduled National Plant Specification categories.

2. Additional information: Submit on request: Potting dates and Country of origin.

260 Plant substitution 
1. Plants unobtainable or known to be likely to be unobtainable at time of ordering: Submit 

alternatives, stating: 
1.1. Price.
1.2. Difference from specified plants.

2. Approval: Obtain before making any substitution.
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265 Plant handling, storage transport and planting 
1. Standard: To CPSE 'Handling and establishing landscape plants'.
2. Frost: Protect plants from frost.
3. Handling: Handle plants with care. Protect from mechanical damage and do not subject to shock, 

e.g. by dropping from a vehicle.
4. Plant packaging: Coextruded polyethylene bags with black interior and white exterior
5. Packaging of bulk quantities: Pallets or bins sealed with polyethylene and shrink wrapped
6. Planting: Upright or well balanced with best side to front.

290 Surplus material 
1. Subsoil, stones, debris, wrapping material, canes, ties, temporary labelling, rubbish, prunings and 

other arisings: Remove.

Plant containers

292 Prefabricated plant containers 
1. Manufacturer: Taylor Made Planters Ltd 

1.1. Product reference: Premium Trough Ref 22.1
2. Material: Fibreglass
3. Dimensions/ Shape: Rectangular 150x50x 60cm high
4. Lining: Not required
5. Finish: Textured Matte in Old English White
6. Accessories: Subterranean irrigation system one Mona Plantsava 24 tank with filler pipe, air cap, 

float and capillary leg per container, installed to manufacturer's recommendations

Preparation of planting beds/ planting materials - Not Used

Planting shrubs/ herbaceous plants/ bulbs

405 Shrub planting pits 
1. Timing: Excavate 1-2 days (maximum) before planting.
2. Sizes: Wide enough to accommodate roots when fully spread and 75 mm deeper than root 

system
3. Pit bottom improvement Not required.

445 Planting bulbs/ Corms/ Tubers 
1. Depth: Top of bulb/ corm/ tuber at a depth of approximately twice its height, base in contact with 

bottom of hole.
2. Backfilling: Finely broken soil. Lightly firm to existing ground level.
3. Naturalized planting in existing grassed areas   

3.1. Scattering: Random. Plant bulbs/ corms/ tubers where they fall.
3.2. Planting: Neatly remove a plug of turf and replace after planting.

480 After planting 
1. Watering: Immediately after planting, thoroughly and without damaging or displacing plants or 

soil.
2. Firming: Lightly firm soil around plants and fork and/ or rake soil, without damaging roots, to a fine 

tilth with gentle cambers and no hollows.
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3. Top dressing: Mulching and top dressing system, as section Q28 
3.1. Depth: 50 mm

Planting trees - Not Used

Woodland/ matrix/ buffer zone planting - Not Used

Protecting/ maintaining/ making good defects

710 Maintenance 
1. Duration: Carry out the operations in the following clauses from completion of planting until the 

end of the rectification period.
2. Frequency of maintenance visits: Contractor's choice, as required to fulfil requirements

720 Failures of planting 
1. Defects due to materials or workmanship not in accordance with the Contract: Plants/ shrubs that 

have failed to thrive. 
1.1. Exclusions: Theft or malicious damage after completion.
1.2. Rectification: Replace with equivalent plantss/ shrubs.

2. Replacements: To match size of adjacent or nearby plants of same species or match original 
specification, whichever is the greater.

3. Timing of making good: During the next suitable planting season

740 Cleanliness 
1. Soil and arisings: Remove from hard surfaces and grassed areas.
2. General: Leave the works in a clean tidy condition at completion and after any maintenance 

operations.

750 Planting maintenance generally 
1. Weed control: Maintain weed free area within containers, no weeds to be present for more than 2 

weeks at any time 
1.1. Keep planting beds clear of weeds: by hand weeding

2. Firming up: Gently firm loosened soil around shrubs. Straighten leaning shrubs.
3. Watering: As required for healthy establishment, depending on weather conditions, using sub-

irrigation system

760 Planting maintenance – pruning 
1. General: Prune to promote healthy growth and natural shape. 

1.1. Dead, dying, diseased wood and suckers: Remove.
1.2. Timing: As appropriate to the species

2. Arisings: Remove.

780 Maintenance instructions 
1. General: Before end of the maintenance period, submit printed instructions recommending 

procedures to be established by the Employer for maintenance of the planting work for one full 
year: Provide details of any special procedures to be carried out.

790 Final mulching 
1. Timing: At end of the maintenance period.
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2. Watering: Ensure that soil is thoroughly moistened prior to remulching, applying water where 
necessary.

3. Containers:: Remulch.
4. Depth (minimum): 50 mm

Ω End of Section
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